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NEWS RELEASE
Man arrested for pointing laser at SCSO helicopter

 
SEMINOLE CO.  (June 9, 2014) – Deputies with the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) 
Saturday arrested Trevor Ragno, 19, of Longwood, for shining a laser light several times at 
Alert 2, one of SCSO’s two helicopters. 
 
Shortly before midnight, Alert 2 was on proactive patrol in the area of Interstate 4 and E.E. 
Williamson Road, when the flight crew reported a green laser light flashed through the 
cockpit.   The helicopter responded to the area where the light was originating and used 
Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) to direct deputies on the ground to a residence on Deer View 
Place, where Ragno was located outside.  Ragno was transported to the John E. Polk 
Correctional Facility and charged with a felony for pointing a laser light at a pilot and culpable 
negligence.  He posted the $1,100 bond Sunday morning and was released from the facility.
 
Shining a light into an aircraft creates a glare on the windscreen and generates a temporary 
flash of blindness, similar to a camera flash.  It is highly dangerous for pilots and flight crew 
who can experience blurred vision or become disoriented.  At the time of Saturday night’s 
laser strikes, Alert 2 was flying at approximately 800 feet.
 
The FBI Task Force and FAA were also notified of the incident.  The FAA has the ability to 
impose civil penalties of up to $10,000 and the FBI could file federal charges for pointing a 
laser into the cockpit of an aircraft. 
 
Video of the incident taken by Alert 2 is available on the SCSO media ftp site. To access the site 
go to http://www.seminolesheriff.org/administration/Login.aspx
Username: scsomedia  Password: m3diaUser1

For more information contact:

mailto:/O=SCSO/OU=HQ/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=KCANNADAY
mailto:KBentsen@seminolesheriff.org
mailto:cmservice@seminolesheriff.org
mailto:kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org
http://www.seminolesheriff.org/administration/Login.aspx



DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W M 10/29/1994
510 150    BLN U U


1948 DEERVIEW PL, LONGWOOD, FL 32750 Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


                         
DL State: FL SSN:   


Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):
UNKNOWN  UNKNOWN 


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 8 of June, 2014 at 12:07 AM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: 00000001100.00


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:
Arrest Location:


Offense Location:
Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
1948 DEERVIEW PL, LONGWOOD, FL 32750
1948 DEERVIEW PL, LONGWOOD, FL 32750
6/8/2014 0:07
201400006539


Weapon Type: NA


Booked Date/Time:
Local#:


 Jail Date/Time:
FDLE#:


6/8/2014 0:33 Fingerprinted:
DOC#:


Y


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


On 6/7/2014 at approximately 2343 hours Seminole County Sheriff's Office helicopter Alert 2 was on routine patrol in the area of 
Interstate 4 & E.E. Williamson Road, Longwood, Seminole County, FL. Alert 2 advised that they were being struck by a green laser that 
appeared to be coming from the 1900 block of Deerview Place, Longwood. Alert 2 advised that they were being consistently struck by 
the laser and were able to pinpoint the location of the laser to 1948 Deerview Place, Longwood, Seminole County, FL. Alert 2 advised 
that they observed a male wearing swimming trucks, no shirt, and no shoes standing in the pool enclosure behind the residence shining 
them with the beam. 


As I arrived at the entrance to Hidden Cove, I observed Alert 2 hovering at a low altitude overhead. I heard Alert 2 advise that they were 
being struck by the green laser again, and I observed an intense green light sparkle across the windscreen of Alert 2. 


I arrived at the 1948 Deerview Place residence and Alert 2 advised that three subjects were getting into a vehicle at the front of the 
residence, however the subject with the laser was still at the back of the residence by the pool area. Several deputies made contact with 
the three subjects at the front of the house and asked who had the laser. The three individuals said that the subject with the laser was 
'Trevor' and was in the house. Deputies Tai knocked on the front door and a male wearing swim trucks and no shirt answered the door. 
The male was later identified as Trevor Joseph Ragno. Deputy Tai placed Trevor in investigative detention.


I confirmed Trevor's identity through this Florida Driver's License and read him his Miranda Rights from a printed Miranda Warning card. 
Trevor advised that he was willing to talk to me. I asked Trevor if he was the one outside shining the laser at the helicopter, and he said 


I asked him why he shined the laser at the 
helicopter, and he said 


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


1 784.062  3a Probable Cause            


Drug Qty: 0.00


PUBLIC ORDER CRIMES - POINT LASER LIGHT 
AT DRIVER OR PILOT (BOND $1000.00)


No Commit


2 784.05   1  Probable Cause            


Drug Qty: 0.00


CRIMES AGAINST PERSON-CULPABLE 
NEGLIGENCE EXPOSURE TO HARM (BOND 
$50.00 X 2)


No Commit


Business Address:


Business Phone:               
                                   Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth:   


Name: RAGNO, TREVOR JOSEPH 


N/A
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 45 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


No
No
201400004299


Cmty: WLL







See Narrative.


I asked if he was aware that shining a laser at an aircraft was a crime, and he said that he did not realize that it was so 
serious. I asked Trevor where the laser was now, and he said that it was probably in his room. We walked into his room and he said, 
"There it is in my closet." I observed a black pen laser in the corner of Trevor's closet. I confirmed that the laser was operational and did 
in fact emit a green laser. I seized the laser for evidence.


The three individuals at the front of the residence, later identified as Stacy Alan Dudley II, Christina Marie Fiorvante, and Alex 
Richardson Van Pelt, all advised that they were partying with Trevor at the residence. Trevor brought out the laser and began shining it 
at the helicopter and they told him he should not do that. Trevor continued to shine the laser and they saw the helicopter circle closer to 
the house. They told him to stop again and then they decided to leave. All three completed sworn witness statements of the incident.


Therefore Trevor was arrested for F.S.S. 784.062(3)(a) Misuse of a Laser Lighting Device as he knowingly and willfully pointed a laser 
lighting device at the pilot and flight officer of the Alert 2 helicopter while in flight. 


Additionally Trevor is being charged with two counts of F.S.S. 784.05(1) Culpable Negligence as he exposed both Pilot Linda Roberts 
and Flight Officer Christopher Willis to significant harm by blinding them with a laser as they piloted the helicopter.


Trevor was transported to JEPCF without incident.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


Kinkopf, Timothy E                  113050
Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6978 - desk
(407) 402-3319 – cell
or
Kristen Bentsen (kbentsen@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6950 - desk
(407) 637-9210 - cell
 

###
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